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The virtues and vices of microhistory have been 
discussed regularly since the elaboration of the genre in 
the 1970s, including criticisms that it is more fiction than 
history. This talk will recount Harline’s own experiences 
with the approach, a microhistory of microhistory if you 
will, to suggest what has been particularly influential on 
him (including novels), while connecting in good 
microhistorical fashion to perpetual issues in the genre.  
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